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REC RD ST RE DAY
APRIL 13, 2019
April 13, 2019 is RECORD STORE DAY (RSD),
a global event for independent record
stores like REDISCOVER RECORDS!

rsd releases

Expression: Black and White and Heard All Over

The Great Elgin
Songbook
by Tracy Altheide

We will have hundreds of exclusive RSD
releases, to be announced on our website
and Facebook page no later than April 11.

extended hours
We open promptly at 8AM with coffee,
treats and RSD swag while supplies last!
Plus our regular selection of preplayed vinyl,
new releases, reissues and record shop
goodies will be available.

REDISCOVER RECORDS
9 S. Spring Street, Elgin
(847) 961-8445 • Open 7 Days
rediscoverrecords.com
Cover Artist:

Ingrid E. Albrecht, NWS, AWS, WHS
Rolling Hills
Acrylic, 8.0 x 11.25
My Grandmother Dequisne placed a stick of pastel
in my four-year-old hands so that I could paint
alongside her, and unknowingly started me on the
path toward a career in art.
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Every Thursday, visitors at
the Gail Borden Public Library
can push through the revolving
door and transition into a kind
and pleasant world where volunteer pianists as they play for a
wide ranging audience. Curious
children circle the grand piano,
and adults pass by, slowing their
pace to enjoy the melodies.
We asked the talented volunteers to share a little bit about
themselves and their musical
career. This month, Shirley
Remes and John LaBorn provide
words of encouragement and the
power to connect abroad through
music.

Shirley Remes
Shirley Remes never thought
at a young age she would enjoy
music from the 30s and 40s, let
alone that she would perform
her favorite Cole Porter and Gershwin brothers songs publicly on
a grand piano at the local library

as an adult. She would have
found both unusual.
However, when her husband
read the inquiry for pianists in
the Gail Borden Public Library
newsletter, he encouraged her
to apply. “I don’t know who
came up with the idea to have
piano players at the library, I’ve
never heard of it before. I was
concerned initially that it would
bother some people; you always
think of a library as such a quiet
place …” said Shirley.
At seven, she began piano lessons and would play all through
high school. There, Mrs. Caliendo would become her favorite
piano teacher. “My mom enlisted me in piano lessons, quite
against my will at first.” Later,
an extended break would follow
while working and raising her
four children. “I went 50 years
without playing, and have just
returned to it,” said Shirley.

Today, my most persistent inspiration comes from the rock writing I have
seen during my travels in the Southwestern United States, Hawaii, and Central
to South America, Australia, Africa and China. Mysterious petroglyphs and
pictographs are universal and meaningful symbols written on the rocks by
people who have long since disappeared. Art is my vehicle for preserving
the last remaining traces of this ancient visual language that is, literally, an
endangered species.
Prior to becoming an artist, I taught school for fifteen years. Four years in
Argentina plus one year each in Costa Rica and the jungles of Guatemala left
me with a residue of beautiful imagery and a deep fondness for the native
people of those countries. I moved to Chapel Street in Elgin, Illinois and taught
at Channing School for nine years, before I enrolled in the American Academy
of Art in Chicago where I graduated with a fine arts degree in 1988. Since then
I have developed a contemporary, expressive style as a Chicago fine artist
specializing in watercolor.
In addition to my work with the ancient rock art, I also create paintings
dealing with how weather and light affect the mood of shapes found in
cityscapes, landscapes and bodies of water. With special attention to light
and dark patterns, I express my passion for subject matter that I have
directly experienced. My work is meant to have heart. If the viewer enjoys my
paintings as much as I enjoy creating them, I have accomplished my goal of
evoking connections. To evoke connections is also to teach. In my art, I have
synthesized my deepest commitments.

See more of Ingrid’s work at:  www.ingridsartoriginals.com

Shirley Remes plays at the Gail Borden Public Library.
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She credits members at her
church who also encouraged her
to resume playing and notes retirement has provided the time
needed to dedicate to regular
practice. Shirley when asked
what advice she gives for any piano player who wants to perform
answered, “It is normal I think
to be nervous at first, I was. But
I just made myself push through
this and now I am fairly comfortable with playing in front of
others.”
And for the BRAVO reader
who also plays, she adds, “So
don’t be discouraged if you haven’t played for years, or you are
nervous in front of others. You
can overcome these obstacles!”
Shirley includes playing by ear
as a desired skill in her advice
for people who want to learn to
play the piano. “I would say find
a teacher who can teach you to
play by ear as well as read music. Unfortunately, I cannot play
by ear. I envy people who can.”
Over the time she has volunteered, Shirley has developed a
large collection of songs ready
to be performed on Thursdays.
“When I started, I had no
[playlists], now I have 28 plus
seasonal playlists so I have a lot
more variety.” That variety still
includes something for everyone:
“…I typically rotate two songs of
[the 30s and 40s] era with light
classical and more contemporary
pieces,” said Shirley.
The results from her preparation have not gone unnoticed
and she believes anyone who
has the ability and would like to
share should also say yes to this
opportunity.
“The patrons have told me
repeatedly how much they like
it, and at the Elgin library,
the sound goes up through the
center circular staircase and fills
the entire library, and people tell
me how much they love it. One
lady slipped out of the computer
room one day to tell me that everyone in there was enjoying the
music immensely,” she recalled.
Today, she also volunteers her
talents at St. Joseph’s Hospital
in Elgin at noon on Fridays. At
times, she performs background
music for local clubs and events.
In the past, she has played at
her church.
“I’m very grateful for these
venues where I can play now
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because it encourages me to
practice and learn new pieces.
Plus, it is very gratifying when I
can see that people are surprised
to see me playing and when they
tell me how much they enjoy it,”
says Shirley.

elgin
ANTIQUES

In addition to playing the piano, she enjoys reading, knitting,
and cooking.

John LaBorn
John LaBorn is not afraid to
play piano in front of an audience, local or abroad, planned
or impromptu. “I have traveled
Italy extensively and have loved
every minute of it. Because a
piano has been available, I have
played in the train stations in
Venice, Rome, and Naples. I
have played in the Rome airport,
and in a restaurant in Padova.”
In 2016, he would spend three
months playing in Naples, Italy.
“The first day there I walked
into a coffee shop that had a
piano (there are only two places
like this in Naples). I fell in love
with the place, I was there almost every day. This wonderful
place was called 7Bello Bar. It
was magical, really. There were
people from all over Europe and
the US that stopped in and performed. Pianists, opera singers,
clarinetists, and violinists. Oh,
how I wish we had such a venue
here in Elgin,” said John.
Today, his audience is local
but they still enjoy his performance. Library goers can hear
the retired piano technician and
volunteer pianist play mostly
“old pop stuff” at the Gail Borden Public Library on Thursday
evenings. John also plays at The
Greens of Elgin senior living
community several times a year.
“I count it a joy that I have
learned to play the piano well
enough to share it with others.
I hope that those who hear me
play are pleased with what they
hear and I hope that they hear
music and not just notes on a
page,” said John.
John took piano lessons as
a child, played at his church
and would ultimately develop a
passion for hymns. While somewhat self-taught, he admits: “I
do have a favorite teacher, Mrs.
Janice Razaq; a teacher I had
too late in life to really excel. I
feel if I had her as a teacher as
a child I would be really accomplished.”

Big Apple BAGELS
5 6 1 N . M CLE A N BLV D .
847-697-9730

UNIQUES
®

ELGIN

BIGAPPLEBAGELS.COM

MUFFINS
& BAGELS
BREAKFAST
SANDWICHES

207

east
chicago
street

847-606-6284
closed wednesdays

open daily 11-5
SPECIALTY
SANDWICHES

CUSTOM
CATERING

Willow Lake
Estates
161 West River Road, Elgin
Located on the Fox River, this
age-qualified (55+) mobile home
community is a beautifully landscaped neighborhood featuring
mature trees in a quiet country
setting. Residents enjoy a private
stocked lake and boat dock, a
heated community swimming
pool, and a fully outfitted fitness
center.
• On-site management
• Pet friendly
• Spacious clubhouse
• Convenient location

Call for Your Private Tour:

(855) 681-1985
myMHcommunity.com

Berkley Crowe
MASONRY
RESTORATIONS

Buildings
Chimneys
Porches
Gateposts
Monuments
Foundations
HISTORICALLY SENSITIVE
MORTARS & METHODS
BerkleyCroweRestorations@gmail.com

(847) 426-0363
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got closer to the piano, I heard
someone thanking the pianist for
his beautiful music and commenting that it touched their
heart,” said John.
Even if performing is not in
your interest, he is still delighted to meet locals who play the
piano: “If someone comes to me
at the library to comment on
my playing, I always ask if they
also play. I have been doing this
for over two years now and I am
disappointed to say that I have
only encountered one person
that actually played the piano.
If you see me playing at the Gail
Borden Library on Thursday
nights from 7 - 8 pm, please stop
by and say hello, I would love to
meet you!”
John LaBorn.

His favorite composers are
Mozart, Beethoven, Debussy for
piano, Verdi for opera, Mendelssohn, Handel, and Walton for
choral. Like many musicians, he
notes the giant challenge is to
practice, practice, practice.

For the BRAVO reader who
wants to play for an audience,
“My advice is to simply do it!
Even if you do not play that well
I think you should do it. I will
never forget witnessing someone playing that I truly thought
played less than mediocre, as I

Next month in BRAVO, volunteer pianists Denise Williams
and Stephen Yoder share stories
of their volunteer experience and
advice for musicians.

FEED.pianists
Upcoming performances
by Shirley Remes
From 4:30 - 5:30 pm on
Thursdays in April at
Gail Borden Public Library
270 N. Grove Avenue
www.gailborden.info
From 12 - 1:30 p.m. on Fridays
at AMITA Health / Presence
St. Joseph’s Hospital
77 N. Airlite Street
www.presencehealth.org

Upcoming performances
by John LaBorn:
From 7:00 - 8:00 pm on
Thursdays in April at
Gail Borden Public Library
270 N. Grove Avenue
www.gailborden.info
10:30 am Sundays at Evangelical
Covenant Church of Elgin
1565 Larkin Avenue
(enter from Jane Drive)
www.elgincovenantchurch.org

Tracy Altheide is a writer from
the northwest suburbs whose
blog explores wellness, lifestyle
and creativity. She can be
reached at www.tracya.com.

Her family wanted to celebrate her life.
So the Mariachi band played all night ...
We believe every funeral should be as special as
the person it honors. We are a veteran and
family-owned funeral home that thrives on
helping you create a final, heartfelt experience that
exceeds your expectations, regardless of budget.

Text BRAVOPREPLAN to 22828
to receive your free planning guide:

Five Reasons to Plan Ahead
for Peace of Mind

305 Park Street | Elgin, IL 60120 | 847-741-1128
www.SymondsMadisonFuneralHome.com

