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Expression: Black and White and Heard All Over
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HISTORIC HOMES OF ELGIN, ILLINOIS
From top left

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

514 Douglas Ave.
376 Park St.
653 Douglas Ave.
826 Douglas Ave.
940 Douglas Ave.
900 N. Spring St.
802 Douglas Ave.
972 Highland Ave.
137 N. Channing St.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

1015 Douglas Ave.
570 Spring St.
1011 N. Spring St.
396 Division St.
156 S. Gifford St.
415 Park St.
16 Rugby Pl.
252 Liberty St.

18. 359 Park St.
19. 269 Seneca St.
20. 155 S. Gifford St.
21. 731 N. Spring St.
22. 845 N. Spring St.
23. 344 Vincent Pl.
24. 312 Vincent Pl.
25. 31 N. Worth Ave.

The Great Elgin
Songbook:Volume 2
by Tracy Altheide
Denise Williams
Denise Rose Williams watched
her mother with interest play
the chord organ at a very young
age. With that, her mother
purchased a piano and found a
piano teacher for her. “I thank
my parents for providing the
means for me to develop what
has become my passion in life.”
Denise would find her passion
at an early age in music and
singing.
“I began piano lessons at the
age of 7 and continued through
eighth grade when my teacher,
Rosalie Stoike told me she had
taught me everything she could.
In junior high school, I sang in
the choir and was asked to play
for the choir — and thus my
career was born.
For the next six years (through
high school) I accompanied every
choir in school, as well as nu-

merous vocal and instrumental
soloists. My mom told me she
never had to ask me to practice.
Whenever I got a new piece of
music, I couldn’t wait to get it
into my fingers.
Denise would become a lifetime learner of her craft and
develop many skills and attributes from her instructors. From
Rosalie Stoike, she learned the
fundamentals. From Gil Mead
at Moody Bible Institute, she
learned the Suzuki method and
learned to listen to her playing.
From Mark Miller, a student
of Alan Swain, she took jazz
lessons and also learned how to
arrange songs, and play from
lead sheets.
What advice does she have for
new piano players?
“The most important element in
learning a musical instrument is
consistency. Even 10-20 minutes

Cover Artist:

James Zorn
James Zorn is a long time Elgin resident
recently retired from RR Donnelley as
a staff photographer. He has worked
exclusively in advertising for the last 45+
years, and is still active in photography
both as a business and an art form.
Zorn is a UIC graduate who has worked
for several studios as well a studio owner
for 20 years, He still finds photography
his passion, and now feels happy to spend
more time doing his own work.
Zorn is the owner of a Sears style, four square home on the west side
dating back to 1910. He is married with two grown children and two grandchildren — part of his family goes back to the pre-civil war era in Chicago’s
south side.
His work can be found on his website: www.jameszornphotography.com
Facebook: facebook.com/james.zorn
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/james-zorn

Denise Williams. Source: thepianorose.com
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a day will yield much greater
results than one hour, one day a
week. There are no shortcuts; you
must put in the time. However, I
am always amazed at what can
be accomplished in a consistent
20 minutes a day! You will not
always enjoy practicing, but you
should enjoy the result; a greater
ability. When you are able to play
a piece you truly enjoy, play it
once or twice a week and you will
never forget how to play it. Consistent review is the key to building a repertoire,” said Denise.
And for the performers-to-be?
“If you wish to perform, music
must be a passion. As with any
worthwhile endeavor, only if it
is a passion will you do what is
necessary to be successful. At
this level, you don’t count the
hours because you are doing
what you love. That doesn’t
mean you will always enjoy
practicing. But overall, you are
accomplishing your inner desire
to make beautiful music, and
that in and of itself is the greatest reward,” said Denise.
Today she is a professional
pianist, accompanist, and piano
teacher. Her playlist is ever

growing as she is constantly on
the looking for new music and
plays numerous genres including
jazz classics, pop, show tunes,
light classical, and hymn arrangements. Denise’s favorite
jazz pianist is Beegie Adair.
Her favorite venues are private homes, hotel lobbies, quiet
restaurants, country clubs, and
department stores. If she could
play anywhere in the world, it
would be in a castle somewhere
in Europe. To hear samples of
her performance, visit www.
thepianorose.com.
In addition to playing piano,
Denise also enjoys photography,
gardening, and vacationing with
her family.

Stephen Yoder
Stephen Yoder volunteers at
the Gail Borden Library because
it combines two of his loves: people and playing piano. He came
about the opportunity when his
niece, Tabatha, who works in
the Kid’s library area, encouraged him to do so following his
retirement.
A long-time pianist, Steve has
enjoyed playing for church and

others.
“I’ve played in church since
I was a kid (over 40 years!).
Even though I’ve played in some
incredible places (piano and organ), besides church, my favorite
places to play are here at the
library and at nursing homes.
I also appreciate visiting cities
that have pianos in public places
– like train stations in London
and Paris, and airports, too. It
can really help passengers relax
and pass the time.”
He can vouch for the pianos
in public places, as he’s an avid
traveler who has been to 33
countries so far. “This is happening more and more, but I’d love
to see a piano in the entrance to
every hospital, nursing, library,
etc. because music is its own
healing force!” said Steve.
Steve goes by “Show Tunes”
when performing, playing music around the theme of love to
contrast the harsh and hectic that
the world and life can be at times.
He also believes people warm up
to music that is familiar.
“I like when I see someone
stop in their tracks because their
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heart and the song have meshed.
Or when a tiny child asks me
to play, ‘The wheels on the bus’
or ‘Jesus loves me.’ Sweetest
moments!”
But he almost would not have
become Show Tunes if he had
given up early in his childhood.
”Poor Mrs. Green tried for a
few months when I was 7 or so
to teach me to play. The problem
was, we didn’t own a piano! So
the weekly half hour was the
extent of my ‘learning.’ And the
week my parents forgot to come
pick me up kind of put an end to
the whole thing for me! A move
to a new town and a stronger
desire to really learn to play sent
me on a walk across town to our
local library. (Midland, Michigan)
I checked out a Reader’s Digest
piano book, walked back to our
church, asked for permission to
play in the chapel, and two years
later I was the church piano player! And I’ve never looked back.”
Today, he realizes support and
belief go a long way. “The only
true limitations in my efforts
were self-imposed. Like me,
most people I’ve taught have
one great, recurring mantra, ‘I

It’s been
loads of fun
lots of hard work
tons of laughs
amazing music
and
the best customers
on the planet!

Three years old

Happy Birthday,

Arabica
Cafe!

celebrate with us!

59 Douglas Avenue • Downtown Elgin • (224) 227-7192
Open Weekdays 7am - 4pm • Weekends 8am - 3pm
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can’t!’ Which is patently untrue.
It just takes a bit of time and
effort. Then the music comes!
I’m grateful for the many encouragers in my life. And that, of
course, makes all the difference
for anyone trying something new
and difficult. They’re the people who taught me to believe, ‘I
can!’” said Steve.
Now, he plays chords, progressions, rhythms, and musical
lines from “nowhere” when he
needs a “pick-me-up.” When
asked for his favorite composers,
Steve said, “I love the Broadway
greats – Rogers and Hammerstein, Jerry Herman, Andrew
Lloyd Webber, and the like.”
His favorite genres are, “Musicals and ‘golden oldies’ are my
favorites – most of all because
they’re built on simple, beautiful
melodies that are usually quite
memorable and stir the soul.
And I’m a sucker for a love story.
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And to the library leaders:
THANK YOU for this incredible
privilege!”
In addition to piano playing
and traveling, he’s currently
focused reading on 1700s American history. —TA

FEED.pianists
Upcoming performances
by Denise Williams
From 1:00 - 2:00 pm on
Tuesdays in May at
Gail Borden Public Library
270 N. Grove Avenue
www.gailborden.info

Upcoming performances
by Stephen Yoder:
From 11:00 am - Noon on
Thursdays in May at
Gail Borden Public Library
270 N. Grove Avenue
www.gailborden.info

Steve leaves the BRAVO
reader with a final note, “Sit and
relax and enjoy the music with
me! And if you have a favorite
you’d like to hear, let me know.

Stephen Yoder. Photo by Tracy Altheide.

